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ADDRESS
To the peuple of “‘t.if Virginia ; dmmlg
that slapery s injurious to the public
weifiure, and thet it may be grodually
abolished, without detriment to the rights
and interests of slaveholders, b! Hexuy

Roreses, D. D, Lexington, Va.

What is it but slavery that lrfnku Mnf_y.
b pen. Coliiam, and expcilly od Vi

ginians and new Virgin y their coun.

try ot such 8 rate’ Some go because they
dislike slavery and desire to get nway from

it others, becouse they have gloomy fore.
bodipgs of what is 10 befall thnllnsm

 and wish to leave their families n wooun.
ad vy of h.pp}rg plﬂpﬂ‘u m. because
ey cannot get profitable employment
among slavebolders: others, industrious and
high-spirited working men, will not stay in
s country where slavery degrades the work.

, man- others go because thﬁ," see that

. connry, for some reason, does not
and that other countries, not far off,
are neospering, and will afford better hopes
ol ;.’.,..,..:“‘y.'-ln themselves: others, a nu-
srous ¢lass, who are slaveholders and can.
live without slaves, finding that they
canpol Live longer with them on their worn
out soils, go w seek better lands and more
profiable where slave labor may
vet for a while enable them ond their chil.
{ren 10 live,

Byt vou know well, fl.‘“ﬂ\l’-(‘lmm that
this I .-;ju':.i;l: t![ﬂiﬂ Uf our popullﬁﬂn. dm
pot arse from a failure of natural resources
{or living in Vieginia. How could it, while
s much good soil is yet a wilderness, and
h vid soil could be fertilized; and
while such resources for manufactures and
comumerce lie negiected!

Had Virginia retsined her natural in-

rease, Of received as many enigrants as she
scot away, lrom the year 1790 1o the present
tme. she would now have had three times
her act 1 ;n;u:laiam.: aml. had ﬂ“ bﬁ‘l’l
{iee.men, each laboring wpluntarily, and for

s own benefit, all could have prospered in
her wide and rtslil}r-g’.flui territory.

The true cause of this unexampled emi.
gration i5, that no branch of indusiry flour.
whes, o1 can flourish among us, so long as
slavery s established by law, and the labor
' ountry is done chiefly by men, who
an gun noting by assiduity, by skill, or
by economy.  All the older slavebolding
States bave proved this by sad experience.
We shall make good the assertion by setting

i comparative view of the Agricul

e, the Manufuctures, and the Com.
f the old free States, and the old
sigve States,—especially Virginia.

Ihus we shall lay open the immediate
the vast enmigration from our State,
a the slow growth of West Virginia
and RKentucky, in comparison with the
neighdonng lrée countnes,

You will observe also, how every class
of facts that bear at all upon the subject,
ead uniformly w the same conelusion; how
wne of mquiry always points to slave-

ss the original cause of inferior prospen.

of positive decline,

ln our statements we always go upon the
test evidence which can be had,—generally
vilicial documents,

We begin with

The Agriculture of the old Statas.

I'he census of 1840 embraces returns of
e number of live stock in each State;—
ihe esumaied quantites of grain and other
crops raised the I)recoding year;—the value
o pouluy, of the products of dairies, or-
terds end macket gardens,—the quantities
ol re.wood, lumber, tar, &c., sold in each
Swte —together with the number of per-
scus emploved in agriculture,

[be plan was (0 obtain a complete view
{ the sgnculture of the United States.—
Many errors undoubtedly exist in these re-
turus, partly from wrong estimates of the
‘ermers, parily from the wegligence of the
Deputy Marshals who took the census—
Some blunders of the latter are manifest up-
Ga the face of the returns; but these may
sometimes be corrected, if not perfectly, yet
suliciently for all useful purposes.

Be it observed, that what we want lo
Know on the present occasion, is not the
juanuity 10 a bushel, nor the value to a dol
i, of the agricultural products of each
ate, but such a comparative view of what
“ie lands of the several States produce, in
(raniiey and in value, that we may form a
sbstantially correct judgment of the rela.
tve productiveness 0) their agricultoral in-
Gustry.  This we can do beyond a reasona.
Uiz doubt, by a judicions use of the census.
Persons acyuainted with this sort of investi.
gxlions know, that although each farmerin
fepuring his crops might commit some er-
ror, yet when all the came to be
summed up, the errors would tend to bal-
&nce one another; and that, as the same sorts
of errors would probably be commiued in
&ll the States, the retums MShl. on the
whole, be comparatively right, each

oue was positively wrong. Thus, il the re-
wrns for Virginia Hﬁ be one-fourth be-
10% the truth, and those for New York one-
fourth below the truth; each would be errone-
00 1o uself, yet the two would truly repre.
%! the comparative of agriculture
0 these Siates: and this is all that we want
W the present argument.  But again, sup.
pose that the errors did not tally so exactly;
o example, that the returns for Virginia
were one-fourth below the trath, but for N.
York only one-fifth below the truth; yet if
Il appeared by the returns, thet the agricul-
“re of Virginia was only one half as profi.
table as that of New York:; the re
st would not show accurately how much
less profiable our agriculture was, than that
of New York; yet it would truly show the
fact, that it was much less profitable;—and
::u degree of truth is sufficient for our argu-
ent.

Now if any man that this sufficient
degree of truth md::,dadnmd from the
census, he is bound to sustain his denial, by
‘onvicling the census of a greater amount
of error than we bave made allowance for;
end that 100, in the very same roturns
that we wse in our calculations. But no man
tlive can do this; for these returns are in-
“otaparably the best evidence that exists on
the subject, nd are substantially confirmed
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by the agricultural census of New York—
(since made)—so far as the State is con.
cerned; and in fact, generally confirmed by
all sortsof evidence, so far es any exiss.

In the returns of hemp avd flax raised in
Virginia, thereis an evident blunder of the

ty Marshals iz the counties of Bed.
, Prince William, Lee and Lewis:
where hundred weights reported, seem to
bhave been set down as tons. With this
exceplion, no great errors ars. We
have made the correction in ov.:rp E:lculnlions;
but enornous as the error scems 1o be, it
might stand without materially varying the
comparaiive results,

By estimating the value of the yearly
products of each State, and' dividing the
same by the number of persons employed
in making those products, we find the aver.
age value prodeced by each person: and by
comparing the resulis of the caleulation for
the several States. we discover the compara.
tive m.lcum of Agricul:ural labor in
the This is what we ‘wani for our
 argument.

Professor Tucker, late of the Univessity
of Virginia, in his useful book, on The
Progress of Population, &c., has given in
detail a calculation of this sort. He was
certainly not partial o the North in his esti.
mates. We have careflully examined them;
and think that his valuations of products
ere in some particulars erroneous, We
dink, also, that he has omitted some ele.
ments necessery to an accurate result. We
have therefore in our own calculations mr-
rived at results somewhat different from his;
yet so far as our argument is concerned, the
difference is immaterial. We can there.
fore assure you, fellow.citizens, that no sort
of calculation, founded on mny thing like
truth or reason, can bring out a result ma.
terially different from ours.

We bave not room here for the particu.
lars that enter into the calculations: we can
only give the results themselves.

The general results, according 1o both
Mr. Tucker and ourselves. are as follows:

In New England, agricultural industry
yields an annual value, averaging about one
hundred and eighty dollars to the hand, that
i8, for each person employed.

In the middle States of New York, New |
Jersey and Pennsylvania, the average is
about two hundred and sixiy-five or two
hundred d@nd seventy dollars 1o the hand.

And in the old slave States, South of the
Potomac, the average is abour 130 dollars
to the hand. This, according <0 our calcu
lation, is rather above the aversge for East |
Virginia, but below that for West Virginia,
The average for all Virginia is about 138
dollars.

LOUISVILLE, KY.: SATU

ME. CLAY'S sPRECH.

After the organization of the meeling Mr.
Crax rose and addressed it substantinlly as fol-
lows ;

Lavigs anp Gesriemes ;

The day is dark and gloomy, uosettled and
uncerlain, like the condition of cur country, in
regard to the uunataral war with Mexico. The
public mind is agitated and anxious, and is filled
with serious apprehensions as 1o its inde finite
tonlivuance, and especinlly as Lo the conse-
quences which il termioation may bring forth,
menaciog the harmony, if not the existence, of
onr Uaion.

It is under thess circumstances, [ present
mysell before you. No ordisary occasion
would bavedrawn me from the retirement in
which [ live; bat, whilst a single pulsation of
the human hoart remains, it should, if necessa-
¥y be dedizated 1o the service of one's country.
And 1 have hoped that, although I am a private
awd hn_m_bl-s citizen, an expression of the views
and opinions [ entertsin, might form some lit-
tle ndditiot: to the general stock of information,
aod afford 2 small ansistance in deliveriug oar
caﬂ:;r_y frows the perils and daugers which sur-
roand it.

torical bouqaets to throw into this assemblage.
In the cirlee of the year, aulumo has come,
aud the season of flowers bas passed away.—
In the progress of years, my spring timé has
gooe by,and 1 too wm in the autumn of life,
and feel the frost of age. My desire and aim
are 1o wddress you, earnestly, calmly, serions-
Iy and pluiuly, apon the gruve aud momentous
subjects which have brought us together. And
I'um most solicitous that not a solitary word
may fall from me offensive to suy party or per-
sun in the whole extent of the union.

War, pestilence, and famine, by the commen
conseut of mapkind, nre the three greatest ca-
lamilies which can befall our species; nnd, war,
as the most direful, justly stands foremost and
in front. Pestilence and famive, no doubt for
wise although inscrutable purposes, are inflic-
Lons of Providence, to which it is our duty
therelore to bow with obedience, humble sub-
mission and resiguation. Their duration is not
long, and their ravagesare limited. They bring,
indeed, great aflliction whilst they last, bat so-
ciely soon recovers from their effects. War e
the voluntary work of our own hands, and
whatever reproaches it may deserve should be
directed to oarselves. When it breaks out, its
cduration is indefinite and unknown—its vicissi-
tudes are hidden from our view. ln the sacri-
fice of homau life, and in the waste of human
treasure, in ils losses and in its burthens, it
effects both belligerent nations; and its sad ef-
fects of mangled bodies, of death, and of deso-
lation, eudure loug afler ils thuuders are bushed
ia peace. War unhinges society, disturbs its
peacelul and regular indastry, nnd scatters
poisonous seeds of diseass and immorality, which
continue to germinate and diffuse their buneful
wfluence long after it has ceased. Dazzling by
its glitter, pomp, aud pageantry, it begetsa
spirit of wild adventure mnd romantic epter-
prize, and often diqaalifies those who emBark
in it, after their return from the bloody fields
of battle, from engaging in the industrioas and
peaceful vocations of life.

We are informad by a statemnot which is ap-
parently correct, thal the number of our coun-
trymen slain in this lameotable Mexican war,

Thus it appears by the best evidence
which the case admits of, that the farmers|

produce more than twice as great a value to |
the hand, as the farmers and planters of the
old slave Ststes; and that even the New
Englanders, on their poor soils and under
their wintry sky, make nearly forty per cent
more, to the hand, than the old Southerners
make in the “sunny South,” with the ad.|
vantage of their valuable staples, cotton and
tobacco,

In Maryland, the result is intermediate
between the average of the North and that
of the South; and this agrees stiikingly with
her condition as a hal{slave State; for low-
er Maryland is cultivated by negroes, and
has & languishing agriculture, as well as a
stationary population - buat upper Mary-
land is cultivated by free labor, and has
a thriving agriculture with a growing popu-
lation.

These results, founded on the best evidence,
and confirmed by general observation, are
for substance undubitably correct, and can-
not be overthrown.

Now itis admited on all bands, that
slave Jabor is better ada o agriculture,
than to any other branch of industry; and
that, if not good for agriculture, it is really
good for nothing.

Therefore, since in agriculture, slave la-
bor is proved to be far leas productive than
free labor,—slavery is demonstrated io be
not only unprofitable, but deeply imjuriovs
to the public prosperity.

We do not mean that slave lsbor can
never earn anything for him that employs
it. 'The question is between free labor and
slave Jabor. He thet chooses to empioy a
sort of labor, that yiulds only belf as much
to the hand as another sort would yield,
makes 2 choice that is not only unprofitable,
but deeply injariousto his interest.

Agriculture in the slave States may be
characterized in general by two epithets—
extensive—ezhaustive—which in all agr-
cultural countries forebode two things—im-
poverishment ion. The gener.
al system of slaveholding farmers and plen-
ters, in all times and glem has been, and
now is, and ever will be, to cultivate much
land, badly, fo:h;rmienz ﬁn—iﬁmm:; to
kill the goose a g0 o
They cannot d> othuw?n with laborers who
work by compalsion, for the benefit only of
their masters; and whose sole interest in the
matter is, te do as little and to consume as

much aspossible. .
This ruinous systern of large (arms calti-

1800 years ago, when the Roman empire
was at the height of its gundcur .

Pliny, a writer of that age, in his Natu-
ral History, (Book 18, ch. 1—7,) tells us,
that while the small farms of former times
were cultivated by freemen, and even great
commanders did not disdain 1o labor with

. iculture flourished, and
their own h:::, O i that e
Svards, when the lands were engrossed by a

ruin over the
grovimin, sod_ e (e P e
as the worst of all, the system of having
large estates in the oomft:“:;uls:;g

thing done by men who labor without hope

of reward.” " ob-
So Livy, Roman histonan,

m.a,:u y.inmm Hz.lgmg-f

vated by slaves, showed its effects in laly, poses

ruined, and corn had to be imported. The | objec

although it has yet been of only 18 moaths ex-

| istence, is equal to oue hulf of the whole of the

American loss duriog the seven years war of

the expeundilure of treasure which it has occa-
vioned, when it shall come fariy to be aser-
teined and [ooted ap, will be foand to be more
than hall of the pecuniary cost of the war of
our iudependenze. And this is Lhe coundition of
the party whose armns have been every where
and constantly victorious!

How did we uohappily get invelved in this
war’ It was predicted as the cousequence of the
nune sation of Texas to the United States.

oo less deplorably havoe o8

pestilen d.i‘llnh. ¥ i -

unbecessary retrospect aid”

on the past, all buaris and Mes

the patriotic endesyor to by
ciose. s thers no way il

any visible object, or any
lermination? This is L
upor whici [ desire to copst
with you. 'Whe, in froe
decide apon the objects of & ¢
imencement, orat any L
collective wisdom of

nssembled, oris it vested
tionary of the gover

I bave come here with no plm l.lw M‘:hhl-h
‘::l a-pu,“. 1 hul . b" L with ..'.':".?.’.'Z |

Awasso susceptible; And the meurity, against those
abuses which iln wisdom devised, was 1o vest the war.
making power s the Congress of the Unitod States, being
the lmuediste repraentatives of the people and the
Plaies. So appral ve and pealous was the Convention
of ita abuse in any other hands, (3at it interdicied the ex.
erciee of the power (o any Btate in the Union, withoa
conwent of
goverament, s 1he sole depositary of that tremendoas

power.
The Constitution provides that Congress uhall
have power o0 declare war, and grant letters of

marqae and reprisal, to make rules concerning
caplures on land and water, to raise and support

cipal power, in regard to war, with all its an-
cillary attendants, is graniad to Congress.—
Whenever called upen to determine upon the
solemn question of psace or war, Congress must
consider and deliberate and decide upon the |
motives, objects and causes of the war. And, if

n war be commenced withoal any previous de-

claration of its objects, as in the case of the ox- !/
isting war with Mexico, Cengress must peces- |
sarily possess the authorily, at any time, to de-

clare for whut purposes it shall be further pro-

secuted. If we suppose Congressdoes not pos-

sess the coutrolling suthonty attributed to it; |
ifit be contended that a war having been ance

commenced, the President of the United Stntes

muy direct it to the accomp ishment of any ob-

)ects he pleases, without comulting and without

any regard to the will of Congress, the Conven- |
tion will bave uiterly fuiledin guarding the na- |
| Lion against the abuses eud ambition of a single

individoal. Either Congress, or the President, |
must have the right of delermining apon the

objects for which a war shall be prosecuted.—

There is no other alteruative. 11 the President

possesses it and may proscuts it for objects |
aguiost the will of Coungresws, where is the dif-

forence between our free givernment and that

of any other wation which may be governed by

an absolute Czar, Emperor, or King.

Congress may omit, as ii has omitted in the |
presant war, Lo proclaim ths ebject for which it |
wWas commenced or has since beon prosecuted,
aud iu cases of such omissicn the President, be-
ing charged with the employment and direction
of the national force is, necessarily, 'eft to hus

of the middle States, with their free labor, | the Revolution! Aud I venture Lo assert that | own judgment Lo decide upen the objects, to the

attainment of which that forces shali be applied.
But, whenever Congress shall think proper to
declare, by some authentic sct, for what purpo-
sos & war shall be commenced or continued, i
is the duty of the President te apply the uaticn-
al force to the attainment o those purposes. — |
In the iustance of the last war with Great Bri-
tain, the sct of Congress by which it was de-
clured was precedod by a memsage of President

If | Madison enumerating the wrongs and injur.as |

we had not Texas, we should have no war.— | of which we complained against Great Britan. |

The people were told that if thut event bappen-
od, war would ensue. They were told that the
war between Texas and Mexico had not been
terminated by a trealy of peace; that Mexico
rtill clnimed Texas as a revolted province; and
that, if we received Texas iu our Upion, we
took along with ber, the war existing between
her nod Mexico. And the Minister of Mexico
formally anpounced to the Gevernment st
W ashington, that his nation would consider the
annexation of ‘lexas to the United States as
producing & state of war. Butall this was de-
nied by the partizans of ansexation. They in-
sisted we should have no war, and even impu-
ted those who foretold il simistar motives for
their groundless prediclion.

But, notwithstanding a state of virtual war
necessarily resulted from the fact of annexn-
tion of ene of the belligerents to the U. States
actual hostilities™ might have been probably
averied by prudence, moderativn snd wise
stutesmanship. If Geweral Taylor had been
permilted to remain, where his own good sense
prompted him Lo believe he ought to remain, at
the poiut of Corpus Christi; and, if a negotia-
tion hac been epened with Mexico, in a true
spirit of amity and concilintion, war possibly
might hava been prevented. But, instead of
this pacific and moderate course, whilst Mr. Sli-
dell was bending his way to Maxieo with his
dipiomntic credentials, General l'aylor was or-
dered (o traowport his cannon, and to plant
them, io a warlike attitude, opposite to Mala-
worns, on the east bank of the Rio Brave, with-
in the very disputed territory, the adjustment
of which was Lo be the object of Mr. Siidell’s
mission. What else could have transpired but
a confliet of arms?

Thus the war commenced. and the President. afier
having peodored o, aled 1o Congress A bl was
proposed 10 raise 360,000 volanteers, and in order to com-
wit all who shooll vote for it.a preamble was inseriad
falsely attributing the commencement of the war to Lhe
st of Mesico., | have no doabt of the patriotie motives of
ihose who.alter straggling 1o divest the bill of that -
rant error, foun’ (heomelves consirained to vole for It
Hut | mnst say thut no earthly considerstion would have
ever nmpiod or proveked me 1o volte for a Mil, whh a

palpable faisehood stamped on ite face  Almost idoli-
zing cruth, as | do, | wever, never, conld hinve voted for

thal bRl
The exceptionable conduct of the Federal

party, during the last British War, has excited
an influence in the prosscution of the present
war, and preveated a just discrimination be-
tween the two wars. That was n war of Na-
tlopal defence, required for the vindication of
the National rights and honer, and demanded by
the indignant voice of the People. President
Madison himself, [ know, at first, reluctantly
and with grest doubt and hesitation, brought
himself to the convietion that it ought to be
declared. A lending, and perhaps the most in-
fluential member o, his Cabinet. (Mr. Galla-
tin,) was, up to the tme of its declarution, :E
to it. PBut nothing could withstand
irresistible force of public sestiment. It wasa
just war, and its t object, as announced at
the time, was, “Free Tradeand Sailors' Rights,"
inst the intolernble and oppressive scts of
ritish power on the ocean. e justice of the
war, far from being denied or controverted, was
admitted by the Federal party, which onlya:-
tioned it on considerations of policy. ng
deliberately and constitutionnlly declared, it was
I think, theirduty to have given to it their hear-
ty co-operation. Bat the mass of them did not.
'l!bcy continued to op and thwart it, to dis-
courage loans and enlistments, to deny the pow-
or of the General GGovernment to march the
militia beyond our limits, and to hold a Hart-
ford Convention, which, whatever were its real
jects, bore the sspect of seeking a dissolution
of the Union itslf. They lost, and justly lost
afidence. But has potan appre-
hension of a similar fate, in a state of case wide-
ly different, repressed a fearless expression of
their real sentiments in some of our public
men'!

but one unnecessary and
::;..:;r':f Ttis Mexico that is de-
O her His-ekden; her castlen and her atars,
And how different also is the conduet

not we.

of the present day from that of
:::l:'. o p;’:;,dl the wﬁ{ 1812! Far
from interposing any to the prosecu-

e waty If the Whigs 1n office are re-
tion of at all, it is for h“il“m‘:::bnm
exami
e o
to the | tion wer
w“.m..‘mmm 1 Whose

hearts have bled  more freely than of the
whigs! W ho have more occasion o mourn the

Joss of sons, husbands, brothers, fathers, than

LT

How “,uu; variant is the presest war! This | peace

That mesages lherelore, and without it the

war purely of defence, rendared it uninecessary
that Congress should particulaize, in the act |
the spacihic objecis for which i was proclaimed
The whole world knew that itivas a war waged
for Free Trade and Sailor's Rights.

1t may be arged that the Presidest and Senste assnres |
the trealy making power, wilhout any etpress [imila
von s 10 Uy exercise: Lhat the natizal and onlinary ter
mination of & war is by & troaty of peace; aud therefore |
that the President and Renate mast possess the power to
decide what stipulatnions and cond ivens shall enter into
such atreaty. Butitis not more trie that the President
and Senate possess Lhe trealy maling power, without
Hmilation, than thal Congress posssses Lhe war maklag
power, without restilction. Thee two powers then |
atg it 1o be w0 interpreted as to revinclle 1 one with
the odnher; and. ia ¢ 1pounding the onstilution, we ought
w koep constaniiy in view thenaige and mruciure of
our free government, and espeeallr the great object of
the“ouvention intaking the war msking pow er ouiof the |
nands of a wingle man and placingit in the mfer casio
dy of U Latives of the wisls natioe, The de
wirable reconcilialion hetwren e two ern in affectod
by attributing o Congress (he righiio Ilmry what shatl
be the objects of & war, and Lo Lhe Fresident the duty of |
ohdeavoring 1o oblain those oljects by the direction of
the national ferce and by diphmacy. |
1 am broaching no new and speculative theory. The

prior deciarations by Congres of the ohjeds to be st- |
\nined by ueg:umon with Foeign Powers, and the ar
chives of the Ex
evidence of 1he accomplishiment of thame oljects, or Lhe
attemipl to sccomplish them by sulmequent negotiation
Prior o the deciarstion of (e last war agninet Great |
Britain, in all the rewirictive measures which Congress
againet the two grewt befligermnt powers of Ra
y clanses wern imseried b (he mveral acls esiab
lishing them ftendering 1o hth or either of ihe beliig- |
erents the aboliton of those restrictions If they would |
repekl their hostlle Berlin and Milan degrees ard
Orders in Council, operating sgalnst onr commeres. vl
navigation. Andthese acts ofCongress were invarianly |
communieated th i the Execuuve. by diplomatic
notes to Prance and Greal Fritain, as ihe hawis upon |
which it was o restore friendly Inlercounse
with them. Ho, alier the temmination of the war, va
rions acte of Congress were passed from Vine (o Lima
offering 10 Poreign Powers the principle of reciprocity
in the commere and navigation of t Urnited Mates
with them! Cul of thoss acts have spring & ciass. agd a
large class of tresties (four er five which were negotia
Ledd, whilst | was in the depiriment of Siade,) m--ul{
called reciprocity Lreaties sencluded under all Ihe Fresi l
dents, and ﬁm‘r. Madisan to Mr. Van Buren, incha.
sive. Amd, with regard 1o commercial treaties, negd |
tisted without the sanction of prior acds of Congress.
where they contained either appropriations or were in
conflict with unrepealed statules, it bas been ever hed
as the republican doctrine from Mr, Jay's treaty down

to the present time, thalihe passage of acts of Congres
tomecure the execulion of those ireativs

WAaS NeTEesIRry

If in the matter of Foreign Commerce, in
respect to which the power vested in Congress
to regulate it and the treaty making pewer
may be regarded as concurrent, Congress can
previously decide the objects to which negotia-
tion shall be applied, how mach stronger is ths
case of war, the power to deciare which is con-
fided exclusively to Congrem?
I conclude, therefore, Mr President and Fel-
low-Citizens, with sntire confidence, that Con-
gress has the right, either st the beginning, or
during the ..r:.":.u.. of any war, to decide
the objects and purposes far which it was pre-
claimed, or for which it cugut to be continued.
And, I think, itis the duiy of Congress, by
some deliberate and authmtic act, to declare
for what objects the presamt war shall be long-
er prosecuted. [ sa e President would
not hesitate to regulnte his conduct by the pro-
nounced will of Congress, and o employ the
force and the diplomatic power of the nation
to execute that will. Bat, if'the President should
decline or refuse to do wo, and, in contempt of
the supreme authority of should per-
severe in 'qinf. the war, for other objecis
than thoss proclsimed by Congress, thea it
wouald be the imperitive daty of that body to
vindicate its authority, by tha uuutrilxnl.
and effectual, and appropriste measures. b
if,on the contrary, the esemy should refuse
a treaty, containing stipelations secaring the
objects designated by Coeogress, it would be-
come the duty of the whole goverament to
prosecule the war, withall the national energy,
unlil those objects were oblsined by a treaty of
. There can be no msuperable diffieulty
in Congress making such as suthoritative decle-
ration. Let it resolve, simply, that the wear
shall, or shall not, be a war of conquest ; and,
if &« war of conguest, whatis to be conquered.
Should a resolution pass, disclaiming the design
of conquest, peace would follow, in less than
sixly days, if the President would conform to
his constitutional duty. -
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ust we blindly continae the conflict, without

whig parents, whig . t:'. *W de¢ -_. of it being
this deadly und uaprofitable strife? dl.;udmeuhlinh of ome
Bat the havoe of war is in prog We should no longer the objects

victories, and finally lost them all.

free.

|

make raies for the governnent of the land and ' nental Europe, oceupying aimont all its capi-
vaval forces. Thus we perceive that the prin- | tals, seriously threstening, sccording to Mr.
the
brows of various members of his family, with
crowns torn from the heads of other monarehs,

Thiers, proud Albion itself, and decki

lived to bebold hin own dear France itsell in
the possessivn of his enomies, and was made
himsell a wretched captive, and far removed
from country, family and friends, breathed his
last on the distant and inhospitable rock of St
Helena. The Alps and the Rhine had been
claimed as the natural buundaries of France,
but even these could not be secured in the trea-
ties 1o which she was reduced to sabmit. Do
you believe that the people of Macedonia or
Greece, of Reme, or of France, were benefitted,
individually or collectively, by the triamphs of
their great captasins? Their sad lot was im-
mense sacrifice of life, heavy and intolerable
burdens, and the ultimate loss of liberty itsell.

That the power of the United States is com-
petent to the conquest of Maxico, is quits pro-
bable. But it could mot be achieved without
fright{ul carnage, dreadful sacrifices of human
life, and the creation of an onerous national
debt; aor could it be completaly effiected, inall
probability, uatil afier the lapse of many vears.
It would be necessary to occupy all its strong-
holds, to disarm ils inhabitants, and to keep
them in constaut fear and subjection. To con-
summate the work, I presume taat standing
armies, not less than a husdred thousand men,
would be necessary, Lo be kept perhaps always
in tha bosom of their country. %shne slanding
armies, revelling in « foreign land, and sccas-
tomed to trample upon the liberties of a foreign
people, at some distant day, might be fit and
ready inslruments, under the lead of some da-
ring and unprincipled chieftmin, to return W
their country and prostrate the public liberty.

Supposing the conquest to be ouce made,
whal is 4o be done with 117 s it to be govera-
ed, like Romaun Proviaces, by FProcoasals?
Wouald it be compatible with the genius, charac-
ter, and safety of our free institutions, to keep
such a great country as Mexico, witha popula-
tion of not less than nine millions, io a state of
constant military subjection?

Ehall it be annexod to Um United States!—
Does any considerale man believe it possible

ries of nearly equal extent, with populationsso
incongruous, so different in race, 1n langoage,
in religion aud laws, could be blended together
in one harmouious mass, and happily geverned
by cue common authority?
lents, insurrections, rebellion, would inevitably
eusoe, until the incompatible parts wounld be
breken asuoder,and possibly, in the frightful
struggle, our present gloriows Union tself
would be dissevered or dissolved. We ought
not to forget the warning veice of all histery,
which teaches the difficulty of combining and
consolidating tlogether, conguering and con-
quered nations. Afler the lapse of eight hun-
dred years, during which the Moars held their
conquest of Spain, *heindomitable courage, per-
soveremce and obstinacy of the Spanish race fi-
nally tr.umphbed, and aarlled the African in-
vaders from the Penivsula. Awnd, even within
our own time, the collossal power of Napoleon,
when at its loftiest height, was incompetent to
sabdus and subjugate the proud Castilian. And
here in our own neighborbood, Lower Canuda,

Statne book of the (nited Biges ks full of examples of| which near one hundred vears ago, after the | the late negotiations between Mr. Trist and the

covclusion of the seven years war, was ceded

ecutive Department farnish abandant| by France te Great Britain, remains  foreign | 0en them uny where contradicted, the Execa-

land in the midst of the British provioces, for-
eign in feeliog and attachment, and foreign in
laws, language and religion. And what has been
ths fact with poor, gallant, generons and op-
pressed Ireland! Cenluries have passed away,
since the overbearing Saxon overruuand subju-
gated the Emerald Isle. Rivers of Irish blood
have flowed, daring the long and arduous com-
test. lnsurrection and rebellicn have been the
order of the day;and yet, up to ihis ume, Ire-
land remains alieu in feeling, affection and sym-
pathy, towards Lhe power which has so long
vorne her down. Every Irishman hates, with
n mortal hatred, his Saxon oppressor.

Although there are great termtorial differ-
ences beiween the conaition of England and
Ireland, as compared to that of the United
States and Mexico, there aro some poinis of
striking resemblance between them. Both the
Irish snd the Mexicans are probabiy of the
sama Celtic race. Both the Euglish and the
Americans are of the same Saxon origin. The
Catholic religion predominates in both Lhe for-
mer, the Protestant among both the latter.—
Religion has been the (roitful canse of dissatis-
faction and discontent between the Irish and
the English nations. s their reason to appre-
hend that it woald become 3o between the peo-
ple of the United States and those of Mexico, if
they were united together? Why should we
seck to interfere with them, in their mode of
worship of a common Suvioar? We belisve
that they are wrong, sapecially in the exclosive
character of their faith, and that we are right.
They think that they are right and we wrong.
What other flile can there be than to leave the
followars of each religion to their own solemn

Whe, but lhx great Arbiter of the Universe,
can judge in“such a question! For my own
part, I sincerely beliove snd hope, that those
who belong to all the

of the Papal See.

l-‘
1
5

i
ol
1

2
il

-citize might pause entahlished ! ho can foreses with all the rights of freemen, without be-
iﬂmﬁu&wmm M'm erl::.th::wa:-.:-:r_:-n: mhﬁwhh Cal-
its sccrediled and logitimate representatives in | © ecemnoR EENErRn X gt T L I-inn-lﬂ?.‘?. twe races, .-u.‘.-
Coogress, canannounce for what purposes azd | yiation yat is, for the practical enjoyment of seif-govern- be inevitable, ..“qu -
objects this war shall be longer prosecuted, asd | mest, customs, language. laws and reil Mﬂ. extiactioa orexpalsien
can thus let the whele ‘of the United z‘: from oar own,we should pre. _mh ‘mﬂlﬂh 1
States know for what their blood is to be “a __ ."h‘

warred with each other, as to the spoils of his | tew and coffee, and the

ter conquering Gaul, returned, with his Lriom-
l phant legions ts Rome, passed the Rubicen, and | sand millions of scres of waste and unsettled »
won the battie of Pharsalia, trampled upon the | lands, epough for the subsistance of ten or iwen-

liberties of his country, and expired by the pa- |ty times car present popalation. Ought we
Uongress. then, in our system of | triot hand of Brotus. But Rome comsed to be [ 00t to be stisfied with such a coantry? Ought
War and conquests had enervated and | we not to be profoundly thaskful 1o the Giver
corrupled the masses. The spiritof true liberty | of all good things for such a vast and beavtful
was extinguished, and a loog line of emperors
succeeded, wome of whom were the most exe- .
crable mopsters, that ever existed ia human | & spiritof rapacity, lo acquire other lands, the
| form. Awpa thal most extraerdinary man, per-
armies, to provide and maivtain a vavy, asd to | haps, in all history, after subjugating a!l conti-

Murmurs, discon- |

convictions of conscientions duty towards God?

departments of the great
church of Chnst, if, in trath and parity, they | oo Lopner any desire, on our
conform to the doctrines which they profess,
will ultimately secare an abode in those Tml::
thi

this moment so interestiog as the liberal head | o o0 :

But | suppess it 10 be impossibie that those who favor,
if there be any who favor the sonezation of Mexico to
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wish or desire. Woe bave more thas ten thou-

fand? Is Mt not the height of iogratitude to
Him toseek, by war and conquest, indalging in

homes and habitationsof a large portion of his
commen childrea? If we pursue the object of
such a conquest, benides morigaging the reve-
aue sid esvurcesof this country for ages 1o
come, ia the form of an operous nauooal debs,
we should have greatly to augment that debt.
by an assumption of the sixty or seventy mil-
lions of the pational debt of Mezice. Forl
take it that nothing is more certain than that, if
we ablain, volunlarily or by conquest, a foreign
nation we acquire it with all the incombrances
attached Lo it. In my hamble opigion, we are
now bound in honor and morality, te pay the
just aebt of Texas. And we should be equally
bound, by the same obhigations, to pay the debt
of Mexico, If it were anoezed to the Usited
States.

U1 all the possessions which apperiain to man, in h®
colieciive or individual condition, nove shouid be pre-
sorved and charished, with more sedulous and snrem it
ting care, than that of an wesullied character, [ s lmpon-
siisle (0 swiimsale ((too highly, in seriety. wisen aftar bed
10 an individual, nor can it le « or loo greally
magnified in & naiion. Those whe or are tndfifferent
1o 4, became jast objects of scorn and canlempt.  Of all
the abomnahie transactions, which sully the pages o his
Toty, nane excood o enormity That of the diwsnember aye ot
and partivion of Poland, by the 1hree grecl Coslinents]
Fowers of Russis, Austria, and Prusis. Ages may pas
away, and centuries roll arcuand, but & loag & heman =
cords endure all mankind wil! unite in exeeraling ihe ra-
parious and tetemtable deed. That was accomplishe! 'y

:
|

inteaded it or vet, it is my calm and delibarate
belief, that they have dove incalvulable mischief
even 1o the very csuse which they have
od, 1o say ing of ihe discard w has
E“_.!N‘-" .hﬂl’n&t paria of the
AR syslam, we allampt-
«.mm the last century, allslaves
in being remain such, but, all whe

» which was the contina-
snce of the emancipatled slaves to abide smong
us. That scheme is the American Colonization
; ~Abogt tweniy-sight years o, &
lew individuals, mysell amosg them, met to-
gether in the city of Washiugion, and lad the
loandations of Wal society. [t bas gose ow,
amudst extraordisary difficeltes and tnals, sus-
taining ilsell almost entirely, by spontasecus
aud voluulary costributions, from individual
benevolence, wrthent senreely any aud from
government. The colonise. planted woder its
WUSPices, are 00W Weoli estabimbed communitios,
with chusches, schools a0d ather |astitutions ap-
perlaining to the civilized state. They have mace
succesfal war in repelling attacke nodinvasmons
by their barbarous aud savage neighbors. They
have made treaties, anoexed ternionies 1o their
demminion, and are blessed with & itee represen-

lative government. | receatly read & message,
from oae of their Governors Lu their legmsiatare,

which, ia poiste” composition, asd in carefal

Atlention to ihe public affaire of their repubie,

would compurs sdvantagesusly with the mes-

sages of the Governorsof our own States. |

am Dot very saperstitiogs, bai | de swlgmnly

Selieve thal these colomies are blsst with the

smiles of Provideoce; and, if we may dars at-

tampt penelrating lhe veil, 5y which He coa-

ceals his allwise dispensalons from mortal

eyes, Lhat he demgns that Alrice saail be the

reflage and the home of the descendants of it

sons and daughters, lorn and cragged from their

valive land, by lawless violeace.

It ke & phitanihrophe and conssling reflec.ion thai 'he
moral and phywieal condition of the Alfrican race In Lhae
Uimited Saten, even a4 Sinie of slavery, is far betier
‘uas i wouid Leve boen if Lheir ancestors hed seve:
heen brosghi from ther nalive aed.  And i & stenld
be the dectee of the Gread Ruler of the Unsverss that
Lreit descendants shall be made inatrements n His Mande
i e estabieDmeni of Ulvlimation and e Uhislsg

overw el vy force, and Lhe aafortunsie exstance of ‘e
tal dlmsensions and divisions in the bosom of Poland Let |
ws gvold affiting 10 our name and neional charseter a
similar, if pot worse, stigma. | am afraid that we do not
now stand weil in Lhe opinion of other parts of chrmien- |
dom, Repwdiation has breughtupos us much reproach, |
ANl the nations, | apprehend, ook upon us, in the prose.
I cutioon of Lhe present war, as being actuated by & spirit of
| rapacity, and aninardinale desire for terrisoral ageran
dizsmant. Let us noi forfell allogether (heir good opiy
lons.  Let ne command their qua- by a mable exer
cise of forbearance and justice. [n the elevated siazon
which we hold, we can safely afford to practice the Gad
like virtues of moderation and maguasimity. The loog
srr ey of gloniows tricmphs, achieved vy our gailant com
} maders and Lheir brave armiss, unationded v g single

reverse, juaifly us. without the least danger of tar nsatiing 1
the national henor, in Jisinteresiedly holding out Wb
olive branch of peace

We do pot waut the mines, the mountains,
the morasses, and the sterile lands of Mexico.—
To her the loss of them would be hamilisting |
| and be » perpeton] source of regretiand mortifi-
|cation. To usthey mught prove a fatal acquisi-
ton, producing distraclion, dissenson, divimon,
possibly disunion. Let, therefore, the integrity
of the national existence and national ternitery

well known objects of the wag! which was a | that twe such immense countries, wilh lerrilo- | of Mexico remain uodistarbed. For one, | de-

sire to see no part of her tarritory tora from her
by war. Some of cur people have placed their
hearts upon the scquisition of the Bay of San ‘
Fravcisco in Upper Califormia. To us, us a
great mariime Power, it might be of advantage
heroaflter in respect lo our commercial aad
pavigating interests.

Te Mexico, which can pever be a great
marilime power, it can dever be of mech advan-
tage. Ifwe canobtain it by fair purchase with
a just equivalent, | should be happy to see it me-
quired. As, whenever the war ceases, Mexico
ought to be required te pay the debt due our
citizens, perbaps an equivalent for that Bay may
be fouud in that debt, our goverament assuming
to pav to our citizens whalever pertion of it
may be applied to that ebject. But it should
form no motive in the prosscation of the war,
which | would net continus a solitary hour for
the sake of that barbor.

But what, it will be asked, shall we make peace
without any indemaity for the expenses of the
war! 1fthe published documents ia relation to

Mexican Commissioners bs true, and [ have not

tive proper'y waived any demand of indemnity
for the exponses of the war, And the rupture
of that negotiation was produced by our gov-
ernment insisting upon a cession from Maxico,
of the strip of mostly barren land between the
Nueces and the Rio Brave and* New Mexico,
which Mexico refused 1o make. So that we are
now fighting, If not for the conquest of all Mexi-
co, as intimated in some quarters, for that nar-
row strip and for the barrem Proviace of New
Mexico, with its few miserable mines. Weo
bought sll the Province of Lonisians for fifteen
millions of dollare, and it is, In my opinion,
worth more than all Mexice ther. We
bought Florida for five millions of dollars, and a
hard bargsin it was, since, besides that sum, we

ve up the boundary of the Rio Bravo, to which

think we are entitled, as the Westarm limit of
the Province of Loisiana, and were restricted to
that of the Sabine. Aad we wre now, if not
seeking the conguest of all Mexico, to continue
this war indefinitely for the inconsiderable ob-
jects to which | have just referred.

But, it will be repeated, are wa to have no
indemuity for the expenses of this war 7 Mex-
co is utterly unabls to make us any peeuniary
indemnity, if the justice of tho war en our part
entitled us to demand it. Her country has
been iaid waste, hercilies burued or occapied by
oar troops, her means so exhausted that she s
unable to pay even her own armies. And every
day's prosecution of the war, whilst it wounld
augment the amount of our indemaity, woald
lessen the ability of Mexico to pay it. We have
seen, however, Lhat there is another form in
which we are to demand iademnity. It is tobe
territorial indemnity! I hope, for reasons al-
ready stated, that that fire-orand will mot be
brought into our country. )

Among the resolutions, which it is my inten-
tion to present for your comsideration, at the
sonciusion of thisaddress, one propeses, in your
beball and mine, to disavew, ia the mest posi-
rt, to acquire
any foreign territory whatever,for the purpose
of introducing slavery intoit. 1 do not kaow
that aoy citizen of the Uailed Stales enter-
tains such a wish. But such a motive has been
often imputed o the siave States, and [ there-
il necessary to nolice it on this ocea-
sion. My on the of slavery are
well known. They have the merit, if it be one,
of consistency, uniformity, and loag duration.

Resigon Wirvagout Aliica., var regreds, o sccodas oI
e urginai wrong, wul be greatly mitigat d.

It may b= argued that, i sdmiiting the mjusiics of
elavery. | adunil Ihe necessily of an inslastanecus repe
ralion of Una! tometics U nfor ¥. b wr, % s
Bul aiwaye safe, praciicabie or posaltie, in Uhe prest BoTe
menis of Blaies and puliie ufaire of nalons, o remedy
or ropair ihe inflictlon of previons mjwsice. Inthe ia
cepilon of It we may of poee gad denotice (1, BF sl el
sirenuous e Yertioos, bat, alter it consummetion |here 9
ofiru 80 oither allernalive bafl as bu! 10 deplere Ls Derpe.
LrALMn, and 1o aciuitece 28 Lhe oniy aiter nalive, 1n e ex
ience, a0 alem ovi Lhan e frgﬁl‘u; E L T
w hich might ensee fram the vaio endsavar 1o repair S
Rlgvery ks one of Lhose gnfbrtunste instances. The evi
of it was inilicied gpon ws, by LU Jarent cosatry of
(sreal Britain, agaiosl all 19 salrea ive aml remoustran-
cem of the colonies. And fwre i1 @ amongst and amdsl
s, and we must dieposs of it, &8 best we cas under ail

| e circnmstances which sormundue. |1 coatiaoed, Ly
| 1he i purialion of daves [rom Afrca, is spile of Colonta!

resisl ance, fof & (wrwd of more (han s ceniury and &« hal |
AM i may teqnite an egual of loager lagee of Lome e
our coaniry @ enlirely rd of Lo evil. And. i ihe
meantime, silan, prajence gad Jisereton amang
ourwives, and ihe bMewsugs of Providesce may b il
wmcciasary 1o sccomipled our wilimale dmiveranes ftum 5.
Examples of ssmilar infliction of irrreparable
gaticoal evil and injustice might bs moluplied
to an indefinite extent. The case of the an-
nexsticn of Trxas to the United States s & re-
cent and an ebvious one whers,if it were wreng,
it cannot now be repuired, Texas s mow an
integral part of our Union, with its owa volun-
tary cousent. Many of us opposed the anoeza-
tiow with hooest zeal and most earsest exer-
touns. But who would pew think of perpelus-
ting the folly of casting Texas out of the confe-
deracy and throwing her back upon her own
indepondence, or inlo the arme of Mexico!
Who wouald now seek to divorce her from thes
Union? The Creeks and the Uberokes Indians
were, by the most exceplionable means, driven
from their countrv, and transporied beyond ihe
Missinmppi river.  Their lnnde have been fariy
parchased and occupied by 1nbabilanis of Leer-
ga, Alabama, Mmsmesippi, nnd Tennessse
Who would now couceive of the Sagrant iojus-
tice of expelling those inhabriazis nad restoring
the Indian country to the Cherokees and the
Creeks, nader color of repauinag orginal injus-
tce! Dunag the war of our revoiation, mil-
lions of paper money were issusd by our ances-
tors, a8 the only carrency wilh which they
eruld achieve our liberues and independence.
Thousands and hundreds of thousancs of fami-
lies ware stripped of their homes and their all
sud broaght to ruis, by giviag credit sad com-
fidence to that spuricas carrency. Stern pe-
cossity has prevenied the reparation of hat
great palional wjustice.

Baot [ forbear, | wili no loager trespase upon
your palisnce or further tazx my ewa voice, im-
paired by a speech of more than three soure cug
rtion, whieh professional duty required m= to
make only a few days age. If | have bean at
all successful in the exposition of the views
and opunions which [ sutertain, [ have showo—
1st. That the present war was brought about
by the annexation of Texas and the subsequent
order of the Preswent, wilhoul ihe provices
consent and authernty of Congrem.
24. That the President, bewng su-h'huud_
and unissiructed by aay public declaralion of
Congress, as to ohjects for whech 1t ought v be
proseculed, in the conduet of it 1s, necossarily,
left to hus own sense of what the salicoal inter-
ests and honer may require.
34. That the whole war-making power of the
palion, as (0 molives, canses and obyects, oD~
fided by the consitution to the discretion asd
il of Congrose.
J':I':"-m it is, therefore, the right of Con-
gress, at the commeacemeut or during the pro-
gress of aoy war, o declars for what sbjects
and purposes the war ought to be waged and
prosecuted.

Sth. That it is the right and duty of Congress
to apnounce to the salion for whal obgecis the
present war shall be longer continued; thal it is
the duty of the President, in the exerciss of all
bis official funcliens, to coaform to and carry

10 conquer and aanex to the Uei-
ted States, jeo or any of it; and, espe-
ially, to disnbuse the mind in quar-
ter of the Unioa of it any
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